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OREGON: Oregon farmers indicated about March 1 they intend to plant a per cent 
larger acreage of the princinal spring crops (exwluding hay) than a year 
ago. However, the 1955 intended asreage of those crops is 15 per cent less than 
the ten year (1942-51) average. One of the prinvival factors contributing to the 
increase in spring plantings was the unfavorable sseding conditions lest fall. This 
discouraged seeding of fall grains up to intentions, particularly wheat and oats. 


The intended increase in spring planted crops compared with a year ago is largely 
due to the intentions to plant 216,000 acres of spring wheat which is 45 per cent 
greater than the 160 ,000 acres planted last season. These intentions more than 
compensate for the plantings of 937,000 acres of winter wheat for harvest in 1954 
compared with 986,000 acres planted for harvest in 1952. Intentions to plant a 
total of 425,600 acres of barley represents a 7 per cent increase over the 304,000 
acres planted a year ago. On the other hand, plantings of fall oats plus intentions 
for spring oats amounts to 368,00C acres, a 10 per cent decrease from the 111,000 
acres planted last year. This decline is attributed entirely to the sharp drop to 
75,000 acres of oats with peas and veteh for all purposes, which is h5 per cent 
less than the 137,000 acres planted the previcus season. Seeding of fall oats and 
intentions for spring oats alone totals 294,000 acres. This is 7 per cent more 
than the 271,000 acres of oats planted alone for. harvest in 1952, and may compensate 
somewhat for a probable decline in production from oats with peas and vetch. 


Intentions to plant 48,000 acres of potat6es amottr’s to a 15 per cent larger acreage 
than the relatively small 33,000 acres a year ago. A somewhat smaller acreage of 
all hay for harvest is indicated this year. 


In general, the present soil moisture picture is fair, although far from as favorable 
as a year ago. According to the March 1 Snow Survey Bulletin ~- "Oregon's 1953 

water supply outlook, dependent on snow cover, is 'fair' to 'good' with water con- 
tent of present snow cover 99 per cent of normal on 100 measured snow courses. 
Preliminary forecasts of streamflow indicate normal to above normal water supplies 
expected in the State with the exception of the Owyhee, White, and Hood rivers, and 
streams with headwaters in the Ochoco and Blue Mountains, where below normal water 
supplies are expected. Reservoir water supply is 128 per cent of normal State-wide, 
and *goodt to texcellent' in most areas where below normal water supplies (stream- 
flow) is expected." 
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total acreage of oats grown with peas and vetch included in planted acreages: 1952— 137,000 
acres; 1953 — 75,000 aores intended, 4/ Acreage harvested, 5/ Includes acreage grown for seed, 
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UNITED STATES; Acreages of most spring-planted crops in 1953 will vary only slightly 
from those of 1952, if farmers' current plans materialize. Most of 
the changes are increases--sharp only in the case of flax and sorghums. The chief 
cause of the uncertainty in fulfillment of plans lies in the extent of winter wheat 
acreage losses. The mild winter has enabled much wheat acreage to hold on precar- 
iously but the Great Plains area still faces a critical period. For the 16 crops 
covered in this report, a total of 271 million acres is indicated, compared with 
266.7 million planted in 1952. Spring activities were mostly normal to advanced, 
Soil moisture ranges from barely adequate to satisfactory in most areas, except the 
central and southern Great Plains, where surface moisture is only temporarily 
adequate and subsoil reserves are lacking. Irrigation water supplies will be near 
normal in the North, tapering to below normal in southern Rocky liountain areas. 


In reporting plans for 1953, it was apparent that many farmers in the Great 
Plains were faced with a dilemma--their winter wheat still occupied their fields, but 
because of its precarious condition they had to be ready with a crop to replant the 
land if the wheat were lost. Farmers indicated their plans to hold or increase hay 
and grassland acreages, particularly in the South. Current plans, subject to change 
in the uncertain areas, indicate decreases in acreage for corn, durum wheat, all 
tobacco, barley and peanuts. Large acreage increases over 1952 are indicated for 
all sorzhums, oats and flax, but relatively small increases for other spring wheat, 
rice, potatoes, sweetpotatoes, soybeans, all hay, sugar beets, dry beans and peas. 


Feed grains apparently will be grown on a larger BE EKER KS acreage than in 1952. 
This may result in better geographic distribution of feeds produced, but does not 
necessarily indicate an increase in tonnage over that of last year. Larger acreages 
in sorghums and oats, more than offset decroases in corn and barley acreages.e The 
prospective corn acreese is smaller by 894,000 acres or about 1 per cent, as sharp 
declines in most South Central States more than oifset increases in most of the 
higher-yielding North Central States. The increase of 802,000 acres, or nearly 2 
per cent, in oats results from sharp increases in Kansas and-the South exceeding the 
decreases in the high-yielding areas of the East North Central States, Nebraska, and 
the West. For barley, a decrease of 28,000 acres is indicated, as increases in 
Missouri, the South Central region and the Wost did not quite equal decreases in 
most North Central States. | 


‘Acreage of food grains will be slightly smaller than in 1952. The acreage of 
winter wheat sown in the fall of 1952, was about a half-million acres less than the 
large acreage of a year carlier. The intended acreage of spring wheat barely exceeds 
that of last year, with an increase in hard spring wheat more than offsetting a 
decrease in durum. 
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